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DEVELOPING CAPACITIES IN MIGRATION MANAGEMENT
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Foreign nationals access to HIV services in the Republic of Tajikistan:
achievements and challenges

Rukhshona Kurbonova, International Organization for Migration/The UN Migration Agency In Tajkistan
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Tajikistan i1s a country of origin, transit and destination for migrants. While
research predominantly focused on Tajk migrants’ access to HIV services
abroad, foreign nationals in the country were left out. The study therefore

aimed at analyzing the current practice, regulations and possible gaps
concerning foreign nationals access to HIV services in Tajikistan.
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Data provided by the Tajk Minetry of Labour, Migration and Employment

Meeting with migration authorty, Sogd district, The Republic of Tajikistan

Data collection and analysis were carried out

curing 2012 1to0 201 /. Deskresearch comprised the
analysis of official reports, statistical datag,

iNnternational and national legislation, natfional
nealthcare programmes, scientific publications,
and documents from other UN agencies.

The findings were supplemented by qualitative
iNntferviews with HIV experts, emplovyers, foreign
nationals, and representatives from the state
migration service and NGOs.

Meeting with Tajik health provider for data collection

Results

Two discriminatory
requirements had
been abolished from
Tajik legislation in the
last decade: the
deportfation of
foreign nationals
Iving with HIV (2008],

and COMPUISOTY HIV - e on mevcen Somaris. e sestac o
testing for migrants rajiiston

whno apply for a visd

valid for more than 3 months (2014). Moreover,
foreign nationals living with HIV were granted
access to free antiretroviral therapy (ARVT).

The achievement of
this policy 1s that
foreign nationals

use the services
offered: 6,779

underwent HIV

testing, and three
migrants from Russic
received free ARVT

Participanis of the OM training on infercultural
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At the same time,
the study revealed
some gaps In applying policy iInto the practice:
the requirement of HIV testing for obtaining a work
permit, and the occasional requirement of HIV
testing tor a visa. Another challenge identified Is
the lack of knowledge among foreign nationals
about their entitlement to use HIV services In
Tajikistan. This can be attributed to the lack of
cultural mediators and information materials on
HIV prevention in the migrants languages.

Conclusions

Tajikistan's policy of guaranteeing migrants’
access to HIV testing and free ARVT ensures
their nght to healtn. Still, as the study shows,
fthis commitment has fo be accompanied by
information and education measures and by
a thorough application of a discrimination-
free legislation on all levels. Moreover, the
results suggest enhanced cross border
cooperation between Tajkistan and
migrants counftries of origin in order to be sure
fthat referred patients confinue ARVIT at

home.

National working meeting on access of foreign migrant workers 1o
health services in Tajkistan, Dushanbe, The Eepublic of Tajkistan




