
Provision of Comprehensive HIV/AIDS and TB Services 
in Protection of Civilian (PoC) Sites in South Sudan

Background
Protracted conflict in South Sudan coupled with food 
insecurity, economic deterioration, and disease outbreaks 
continue to drive internally displaced persons (IDPs) into 
Protection of Civilian (PoC) sites across the country. Data 
from health facilities revealed that 1,140 HIV cases have 
been lost to follow up, either to neighbouring countries or 
to PoC sites. There are currently 261,469 people residing 
inside seven PoCs across the country. In 2016, HIV/AIDS 
and tuberculosis (TB) was the leading causes of mortality 
in PoC sites with IDPs unable to access treatment outside 
due to insecurity. Despite the challenging operating 
environment, IOM initiated provision of comprehensive 
HIV and AIDS and TB services in three PoC sites of Bentiu, 
Malakal and Wau.

Description
IOM began providing HIV testing and treatment services to 
pregnant women in the PoC sites in 2015 through the Prevention 
of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT) programme. 
Despite this, there continued to be high rates of morbidity and 
mortality from HIV and TB in the PoCs due to lack of HIV services 
to the larger population. IOM expanded programming in January 
2016 to provide TB testing and treatment, and in 2017 to provide 
comprehensive HIV services in the three PoC sites. The services 
include voluntary counselling and testing (VCT), provider-initiated 
testing and counselling (PITC), antiretroviral therapy (ART), follow 
up and referral. In addition, all TB confirmed cases are screened 
for HIV and positive cases are initiated on ART. Health education 
sessions on HIV and AIDS are conducted to raise awareness on 
services and treatment adherence. All services are provided free of 
charge.
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HIV/AIDS-related Deaths in 3 IDP Sites Conclusions and
recommendations
The provision of comprehensive HIV prevention, testing, 
and treatment services to internally displaced populations 
in camp settings is vital in reducing morbidity and mortality 
from HIV/AIDS and TB, contributing to the achievement of 
the 90-90-90 global targets.  
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Results
By April 2018, 12,365 individuals have been counselled and 
tested for HIV in the three PoCs, 262 tested positive and 259 
initiated on ART. Mortality rates due to HIV/AIDS and TB have 
decreased in the three PoCs from 107 deaths (23% of the total 
deaths in 2016) to 31 deaths in 2017 (12% of the total deaths 
in 2017). This is a 71% decrease in the mortality rate.  This 
corroborates longitudinal studies showing decrease in AIDS-
related deaths due to free access to HIV services.
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